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Hi, 
I sent in a complaint to DEQ a few days ago when we were having the inversion layer holding
in the air pollution from the landfill.  Below is the response I received back from DEQ along
with an attachment that they included from Republic.  
I live on the NW side of Corvallis between Witham Hill and Walnut Blvd.  We don't normally
smell the dump except occasionally, but for several days it was gagging here too.  This bad air
was much worse when I went to the NE side of Corvallis, and on 9th Street, and I had to go
home because it was so bad.  It gave me headaches and I had to stay inside my house.  
I should note that I also drove out to Adair for a visit and there is no doubt that this air pollution
is from the landfill.  
It's hard to imagine that this county is willing to sell out the health of Benton County residents
so the county can keep receiving their million dollars from Republic.  This needs to stop, the
county is supposed to protect citizens, not sell us out.  
Republic has repeatedly proven they cannot monitor themselves by their past record of faulty
monitoring.  In the attachment it shows that Republic is just gaslighting us.  STOP THE
EXPANSION!!  The toxic fumes from the landfill are seriously negatively affecting people's
health.
I am so disappointed that Benton County would even consider supporting this.  Benton County
needs to step up and do the right thing and protect us citizens.  STOP THE EXPANSION!!
Sincerely,
Lyn Cornell
Corvallis

---------- Original Message ----------
From: MCWHORTER Laura * DEQ <Laura.MCWHORTER@deq.oregon.gov>
To: "lscorn@comcast.net" <lscorn@comcast.net>
Cc: EISELE Michael * DEQ <Michael.EISELE@deq.oregon.gov>
Date: 01/28/2026 4:13 PM PST
Subject: Confidential complaint response

Good afternoon,

 

Thank you for taking the time to provide DEQ with information regarding landfill odors.
Both DEQ and the landfill received multiple odor complaints at around the same time, and
a Republic Services investigator reportedly went out within a fairly short period of time. In
this most recent event, the impact on the community was likely aggravated by the air
stagnation weather pattern, which traps anything emitted to the air at ground level. The
investigator stated he didn’t smell landfill odors during the time that multiple complaints
came from a variety of neighbors. I have attached the formal response from Republic.

 

Coffin Butte Landfill’s air permit does not regulate odors directly, but it does require the
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Coffin Butte Landfill (Company 4125) 


28972 Coffin Butte Road Corvallis OR 97330 


(O) 541.230.5546  www.republicservices.com


January 27, 2026 


Laura McWhorter 
Senior Air Quality Specialist - NSRA 


Dear Ms. Laura McWhorter,  


Please find Coffin Butte Landfill’s response to the complaints from January 19-22, and January 26, 
2026, received via the Coffin Butte website, and the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ).    
I did my best to respond to these complaints but wanted to share some overall thoughts as well. 


Coffin Butte Landfill makes every effort to control on-site odors and limits the potential for any off-site odors. 
These proactive measures include utilizing daily cover, keeping the working face small as feasible and investing 
in Landfill’s gas control and collection system and assessing air quality at key off-site streets and intersections as 
part of our daily odor control patrols. 


We are unable to verify the veracity of the complaints. I did have the opportunity to visit the one complaint 
received during business hours on January 26, 2026; however, I was unable to verify the odors noted in the 
complaint. When I arrived, the only odors I detected were wood smoke and a strong ocean smell coupled with 
what seemed like fresh fish. Our findings are noted below. Note the picture to document I visited the site. 


Nonetheless, we take each and every complaint seriously and will continue to investigate. 


I have separated out each day’s complaints below by where they came from with a summary of what we found at 
the end of each day’s complaints.


Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 


Sincerely, 


Paul Koster 
Environmental Manager, Coffin Butte Landfill 



http://www.republicservices.com/





1/19 – 7:00 a.m. – “The landfill reeks of pollution and the smell is strong on regular days but becomes 
unbearable on foggy days as the fog traps in the gases.” ~ 3.7 mi S of the landfill


 Odor patrol was not conducted as the offices were closed. 


 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Tuesday morning January 20, 
2026. 


 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Tuesday morning. 


 Winds noted from the onsite weather station indicates winds were calm 0-1 mph from the southwest
when the report was made. Temperature was 35F. 


 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-
site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass. Working 
decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  


 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 


1/21 – 11:35 a.m.  – “On days with inversion and stagnant air warnings such as we’ve had this week, odors and 
the chemicals that create them from the landfill extend to our property miles south. It is unpleasant and likely 
unhealthy to be outdoors. It keeps me from yardwork and walking my dog.” – approx. 7 mi S of the landfill 


 Odor patrol was conducted at 11:00 am and no odors were detected off site. 


 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Tuesday morning January 20, 


2026. 


 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Tuesday morning. 


 Winds noted from the onsite weather station indicates winds were calm 0-2 mph from the southwest
when the report was made. The National Weather Service indicated winds were from the west-northwest
Temperature range was 30F. 


 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-
site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass. Working 
decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  


 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 







1/22 – 10:00 a.m. – “Coffin Butte Landfill odor emissions drift southward with the wind.” ~ 2 mi SSE of the
landfill 


1/22 –5:20  p.m.  – “There is a stagnant air alert out, and it's cloudy out. I was out by Adair and drove back to 
home in NW Corvallis. The smell of the dump reeks here at my home and in NW Corvallis. It is gagging, really 
bad. This is very unhealthy.” – 8.3 mi SSW of the landfill


1/22 – 7:00 p.m.  – “Opened my door and was hit by a nasty rotted egg smell. I’ve added a screen shot in the 
attachments as the weather reported in the report often doesn’t match what I’m feeling( breeze in my face) and 
my phones weather from the weather channel.” – ~ 1 mi SE of the landfill 


Name


Erin Bradley 


Email


bitbybithorsetherapy@yahoo.com


Address/Cross Streets


38578 OR-99W 


ZIP Code


97330 


Date


01/22/2026 


Time


07:00 pm 


Odor Strength


8 


Comments


Very strong odor! Headaches and nausea 


 Odor patrol was conducted at 2:30PM and no odors were detected off site. 


 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Thursday morning January 22, 
2026. 


 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Thursday morning. 


 Winds noted from the National Weather Service weather station indicate that winds were calm 0-3 mph 
from the northwest when the evening complaints were made. The National Weather Service weather 
station indicated winds were from north-northeast for the 10am complaint. Temperature range was 33-
39F. 


 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-
site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass.  
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 Working decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  


 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 


1/26 – 7 a.m.  – “Mercaptan-like smell of landfill gas present at residence and several miles toward Corvallis.” – 
1.7 mi S of the landfill 


1/26 – 9:45 a.m.  – “Air quality affected by Coffin Butte Landfill - strong odor that affects any outdoor activity.” 
– Tampico Rd. 


1/26 – 11:25 a.m. – “Stepped outside to get some sunshine on what will be our last sunny day for quite a while. 
Hit in the face with rotting, toxic garbage odors. Not taking my children outside and not getting exercise. Please 
see attached photos of weather report from Rifle Range Rd & Soap Creek Rd. They clearly show winds out of the 
NNW & NNE, blowing landfill gases directly down Soap Creek Valley. The incident is ongoing, unknown how 
long it will last today. Referenced Weather stations available here: 
https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KORCORVA330/graph/2026-01-26/2026-01-26/daily
https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KORCORVA290/graph/2026-01-26/2026-01-26/daily.” ~ 4.3 mi 
SW of the landfill


1/26 – 12:30 p.m. – “Immediately when I stepped outside to take a walk, I could smell the distinctive odor of the 
landfill.” ~ 4.7 mi SW of the landfill


1/26 – 1 p.m.  – “This was another obvious Coffin Butte Landfill stink day. Today the strongest odors were at 
elevations slightly above my house, between about 600 ft and 800 ft, on OSU’s MacDonald Forest, Davies 
Rd.xFirehouse Rd., about 7 miles away from the landfill. The air quality was so terrible, I probably should not 
have gone outdoors.” – locations in description



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KORCORVA330/graph/2026-01-26/2026-01-26/daily__;!!C_YaKJ7Yefs70IFr!mX_igvcY9LowyyPR_Zl9eXehnQan21vcYJtcW-5rEQYHs1q7U-mbiOAUC4wPq5DkpQ3kpL6eMwbhG0MgGJEx4dyalcur1P5SpK-ro46l$
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1/26 – 3 p.m. – (reported on 1/27) “Yesterday, I was picking up my child at Corvallis Waldorf School (about 10 
miles south of Coffin Butte Landfill) about 3pm and smelled the above described odor outside on the playground. 
We continued to smell the same until we left at 4:15pm. The children spend a great deal of time outdoors at the 
school and should not be subjected to these landfill gas air pollutants.  


This morning, outside my residence (about 6 miles south of Coffin Butte Landfill) I was unable to complete 
outdoor exercise nor outdoor chores due to the nauseating landfill gas odor. 


I attribute the odor to Coffin Butte due to smelling the same on previous occasions all the way along the 99W 
corridor between OSU's Calloway Creek trail nearer to the landfill, toward my home, and further into Corvallis. I 
submitted a complaint on January 16 2026 directly to Laura McWhorter via email due to difficulty with the online 
submission process. I have noticed this same odor on many previous occasions, but January 16 was the first time 
I was aware of the formal channels for making a complaint.”  ~ locations in description 


1/26 – 5:57 p.m. – “Stepped outside my door to smell the smell of landfill - sweet solvent smell, sourness with a 
hint of hydrogen sulfide. Went right back inside so as not to smell it or inhale the various components.” ~ 7.5 mi S 
of the landfill


Name


Nancy Yialouris 


Email


Yialouris@aol.com


Address/Cross Streets


2717 , Quince St NW 


ZIP Code


97321 


Date


01/26/2026 


Time


09:00 am 


Odor Strength


10 


Comments


Sulphur and other chemical smells so strong we smell them in the house with the windows and doors shut. 
This has been ongoing this morning since 7 O'clock. 
It's the same pervasive smell that always pervades this area. 


 Odor patrol was conducted at 1:30 PM and no odors were detected off site. 
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 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Thursday morning January 22, 
2026. 


 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Thursday morning. 


 Winds noted from the National Weather Service weather station indicate that winds were moderate and 


variable in direction when the complaints were made. Temperature range was 27-41F. See table below 
for reference. 


 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-


site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass.  


 Working decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  


 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 







Name


Nancy Yialouris 


Email


Yialouris@aol.com


Address/Cross Streets


2717 , Quince St NW 


ZIP Code


97321 


Date


01/26/2026 


Time


09:00 am 


Odor Strength


10 


Comments


Sulphur and other chemical smells so strong we smell them in the house with the windows and doors shut. 
This has been ongoing this morning since 7 O'clock. 
It's the same pervasive smell that always pervades this area. 


 Odor patrol was conducted at 10:00am and no odors were detected offsite. 


 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Monday morning January 26, 
2026. 


 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Monday morning. 


 Winds noted from the National Weather Service indicates winds were mild 0-4 mph primarily from the 
south-southwest when the report was made. Temperature was 28-30F.  


 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-


site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass. Working 
decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  


 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 
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collection and control of landfill gas emissions and monitoring and maintenance of landfill
cover.  DEQ recently issued a pre-enforcement notice to Coffin Butte, citing violations in
both of these areas. A formal enforcement order will be issued in the coming months as the
next step. DEQ is committed to pursuing the enforcement process to address the identified
violations and require corrective actions that will reduce landfill gas emissions. DEQ
anticipates that reducing these emissions will also help address odor concerns.

 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

 

Thanks again,

Laura

 

  Laura McWhorter, PE (she/her)

Senior Air Quality Specialist – NRS4

 

Oregon DEQ – Eugene Office

165 East 7th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401

 

DEQ Cell (503) 960-6030

 

Work Schedule – Monday through Thursday 6 am – 5 pm

Laura.McWhorter@deq.oregon.gov
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Coffin Butte Landfill (Company 4125) 

28972 Coffin Butte Road Corvallis OR 97330 

(O) 541.230.5546  www.republicservices.com

January 27, 2026 

Laura McWhorter 
Senior Air Quality Specialist - NSRA 

Dear Ms. Laura McWhorter,  

Please find Coffin Butte Landfill’s response to the complaints from January 19-22, and January 26, 
2026, received via the Coffin Butte website, and the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ).    
I did my best to respond to these complaints but wanted to share some overall thoughts as well. 

Coffin Butte Landfill makes every effort to control on-site odors and limits the potential for any off-site odors. 
These proactive measures include utilizing daily cover, keeping the working face small as feasible and investing 
in Landfill’s gas control and collection system and assessing air quality at key off-site streets and intersections as 
part of our daily odor control patrols. 

We are unable to verify the veracity of the complaints. I did have the opportunity to visit the one complaint 
received during business hours on January 26, 2026; however, I was unable to verify the odors noted in the 
complaint. When I arrived, the only odors I detected were wood smoke and a strong ocean smell coupled with 
what seemed like fresh fish. Our findings are noted below. Note the picture to document I visited the site. 

Nonetheless, we take each and every complaint seriously and will continue to investigate. 

I have separated out each day’s complaints below by where they came from with a summary of what we found at 
the end of each day’s complaints.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Koster 
Environmental Manager, Coffin Butte Landfill 

http://www.republicservices.com/


1/19 – 7:00 a.m. – “The landfill reeks of pollution and the smell is strong on regular days but becomes 
unbearable on foggy days as the fog traps in the gases.” ~ 3.7 mi S of the landfill

 Odor patrol was not conducted as the offices were closed. 

 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Tuesday morning January 20, 
2026. 

 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Tuesday morning. 

 Winds noted from the onsite weather station indicates winds were calm 0-1 mph from the southwest
when the report was made. Temperature was 35F. 

 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-
site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass. Working 
decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  

 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 

1/21 – 11:35 a.m.  – “On days with inversion and stagnant air warnings such as we’ve had this week, odors and 
the chemicals that create them from the landfill extend to our property miles south. It is unpleasant and likely 
unhealthy to be outdoors. It keeps me from yardwork and walking my dog.” – approx. 7 mi S of the landfill 

 Odor patrol was conducted at 11:00 am and no odors were detected off site. 

 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Tuesday morning January 20, 

2026. 

 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Tuesday morning. 

 Winds noted from the onsite weather station indicates winds were calm 0-2 mph from the southwest
when the report was made. The National Weather Service indicated winds were from the west-northwest
Temperature range was 30F. 

 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-
site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass. Working 
decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  

 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 



1/22 – 10:00 a.m. – “Coffin Butte Landfill odor emissions drift southward with the wind.” ~ 2 mi SSE of the
landfill 

1/22 –5:20  p.m.  – “There is a stagnant air alert out, and it's cloudy out. I was out by Adair and drove back to 
home in NW Corvallis. The smell of the dump reeks here at my home and in NW Corvallis. It is gagging, really 
bad. This is very unhealthy.” – 8.3 mi SSW of the landfill

1/22 – 7:00 p.m.  – “Opened my door and was hit by a nasty rotted egg smell. I’ve added a screen shot in the 
attachments as the weather reported in the report often doesn’t match what I’m feeling( breeze in my face) and 
my phones weather from the weather channel.” – ~ 1 mi SE of the landfill 

Name

Erin Bradley 

Email

bitbybithorsetherapy@yahoo.com

Address/Cross Streets

38578 OR-99W 

ZIP Code

97330 

Date

01/22/2026 

Time

07:00 pm 

Odor Strength

8 

Comments

Very strong odor! Headaches and nausea 

 Odor patrol was conducted at 2:30PM and no odors were detected off site. 

 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Thursday morning January 22, 
2026. 

 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Thursday morning. 

 Winds noted from the National Weather Service weather station indicate that winds were calm 0-3 mph 
from the northwest when the evening complaints were made. The National Weather Service weather 
station indicated winds were from north-northeast for the 10am complaint. Temperature range was 33-
39F. 

 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-
site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass.  

mailto:bitbybithorsetherapy@yahoo.com


 Working decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  

 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 

1/26 – 7 a.m.  – “Mercaptan-like smell of landfill gas present at residence and several miles toward Corvallis.” – 
1.7 mi S of the landfill 

1/26 – 9:45 a.m.  – “Air quality affected by Coffin Butte Landfill - strong odor that affects any outdoor activity.” 
– Tampico Rd. 

1/26 – 11:25 a.m. – “Stepped outside to get some sunshine on what will be our last sunny day for quite a while. 
Hit in the face with rotting, toxic garbage odors. Not taking my children outside and not getting exercise. Please 
see attached photos of weather report from Rifle Range Rd & Soap Creek Rd. They clearly show winds out of the 
NNW & NNE, blowing landfill gases directly down Soap Creek Valley. The incident is ongoing, unknown how 
long it will last today. Referenced Weather stations available here: 
https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KORCORVA330/graph/2026-01-26/2026-01-26/daily
https://www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KORCORVA290/graph/2026-01-26/2026-01-26/daily.” ~ 4.3 mi 
SW of the landfill

1/26 – 12:30 p.m. – “Immediately when I stepped outside to take a walk, I could smell the distinctive odor of the 
landfill.” ~ 4.7 mi SW of the landfill

1/26 – 1 p.m.  – “This was another obvious Coffin Butte Landfill stink day. Today the strongest odors were at 
elevations slightly above my house, between about 600 ft and 800 ft, on OSU’s MacDonald Forest, Davies 
Rd.xFirehouse Rd., about 7 miles away from the landfill. The air quality was so terrible, I probably should not 
have gone outdoors.” – locations in description

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KORCORVA330/graph/2026-01-26/2026-01-26/daily__;!!C_YaKJ7Yefs70IFr!mX_igvcY9LowyyPR_Zl9eXehnQan21vcYJtcW-5rEQYHs1q7U-mbiOAUC4wPq5DkpQ3kpL6eMwbhG0MgGJEx4dyalcur1P5SpK-ro46l$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/KORCORVA290/graph/2026-01-26/2026-01-26/daily__;!!C_YaKJ7Yefs70IFr!mX_igvcY9LowyyPR_Zl9eXehnQan21vcYJtcW-5rEQYHs1q7U-mbiOAUC4wPq5DkpQ3kpL6eMwbhG0MgGJEx4dyalcur1P5SpHnPAXCS$


1/26 – 3 p.m. – (reported on 1/27) “Yesterday, I was picking up my child at Corvallis Waldorf School (about 10 
miles south of Coffin Butte Landfill) about 3pm and smelled the above described odor outside on the playground. 
We continued to smell the same until we left at 4:15pm. The children spend a great deal of time outdoors at the 
school and should not be subjected to these landfill gas air pollutants.  

This morning, outside my residence (about 6 miles south of Coffin Butte Landfill) I was unable to complete 
outdoor exercise nor outdoor chores due to the nauseating landfill gas odor. 

I attribute the odor to Coffin Butte due to smelling the same on previous occasions all the way along the 99W 
corridor between OSU's Calloway Creek trail nearer to the landfill, toward my home, and further into Corvallis. I 
submitted a complaint on January 16 2026 directly to Laura McWhorter via email due to difficulty with the online 
submission process. I have noticed this same odor on many previous occasions, but January 16 was the first time 
I was aware of the formal channels for making a complaint.”  ~ locations in description 

1/26 – 5:57 p.m. – “Stepped outside my door to smell the smell of landfill - sweet solvent smell, sourness with a 
hint of hydrogen sulfide. Went right back inside so as not to smell it or inhale the various components.” ~ 7.5 mi S 
of the landfill

Name

Nancy Yialouris 

Email

Yialouris@aol.com

Address/Cross Streets

2717 , Quince St NW 

ZIP Code

97321 

Date

01/26/2026 

Time

09:00 am 

Odor Strength

10 

Comments

Sulphur and other chemical smells so strong we smell them in the house with the windows and doors shut. 
This has been ongoing this morning since 7 O'clock. 
It's the same pervasive smell that always pervades this area. 

 Odor patrol was conducted at 1:30 PM and no odors were detected off site. 

mailto:Yialouris@aol.com


 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Thursday morning January 22, 
2026. 

 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Thursday morning. 

 Winds noted from the National Weather Service weather station indicate that winds were moderate and 

variable in direction when the complaints were made. Temperature range was 27-41F. See table below 
for reference. 

 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-

site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass.  

 Working decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  

 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 



Name

Nancy Yialouris 

Email

Yialouris@aol.com

Address/Cross Streets

2717 , Quince St NW 

ZIP Code

97321 

Date

01/26/2026 

Time

09:00 am 

Odor Strength

10 

Comments

Sulphur and other chemical smells so strong we smell them in the house with the windows and doors shut. 
This has been ongoing this morning since 7 O'clock. 
It's the same pervasive smell that always pervades this area. 

 Odor patrol was conducted at 10:00am and no odors were detected offsite. 

 Gas system was reported to be working as designed when crews arrived on Monday morning January 26, 
2026. 

 Operations also reported no upset with their work were observed when they arrived Monday morning. 

 Winds noted from the National Weather Service indicates winds were mild 0-4 mph primarily from the 
south-southwest when the report was made. Temperature was 28-30F.  

 During the week, operations continue to deploy plastic and soil over the intermediate cover to reduce on-

site odors and the potential for offsite odors, as well as rainfall infiltration into the waste mass. Working 
decks remain as small of a footprint as possible to reduce exposed trash.  

 All trash was covered at night per our permit. 
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